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St. Andrew’s United Church (Williams Lake)  

August 29, 2021 

Worship & the Lord’s Supper 

(Zoom & Email) 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

  In the power of the Creator, 

  in the peace of the Redeemer, 

  in the presence of the Spirit, 

  we welcome you. 
      (A Celtic Welcome) 

 

Welcome to the gathering of the family of Jesus.  

 

We acknowledge that we gather on land that has been walked on and lived on for thousands of years by people 

of the First Nations.  

 

We acknowledge that we live and worship on lands which are the unceded, traditional territory of the 

Secwépemc Nation (Shuswap Nation) and the T’exelc People (Williams Lake First Nation).  

 

With humility and respect we give thanks that we are here in touch with Creator who made it and made us.  

 

May our worship reflect our humility, respect, and gratitude. 

 
Written by Peter Chynoweth. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 37. 

Used with permission. 

Also incorporating elements of the Williams Lake Social Planning Council’s 

Acknowledgement of the Territory. 

 
In the name of Jesus, who is alive in each of us, peace to you. 

 

 

We centre and ground ourselves for worship 

 

Invitation to take and release three slow, deep breaths 

and allow the space you’re in to become worship space for this time, 

to ground and center ourselves for worship. 

 
Written by Susan Lukey. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021, page 29.  

Used with permission. 

Hymn – Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary                                                                          MV 18  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
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There once was a man who did the most amazing things and said the most wonderful things. Many people 

followed him and listened to him teach. One day, someone asked him, “who are you?” and he said, “I am the 

light.” 

 

The Christ Candle is lit.                   

 

 

Call to Worship 

 

One: The shortening, beautiful days of the waning summer beckon us to worship. 

All: In the beauty of this day, we gather to sing praise and unite our hearts in prayer. 

One: Draw close to the words of eternal life. 

All: In faith, we proclaim, “Christ is the Holy One of God.” 

 
Written by Laura Turnbull. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 39. 

Used with permission. 

 

One: Even as we gather online, we com to this one place; 

All: where our journeys overlap and where our week starts, we find rest. 

One: So in faith, let us worship God. 
 

Written by Jim McKean. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 27. 

Used with permission. 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

One: We are about to start anew. This is what God encourages us to do,  

 to start anew with courage and laughter in our very being. So let us  

 once more come before God in our prayer for new beginnings. 

 Let us pray: 

All: Great Spirit, we find it difficult to start new ventures. 

 At first we say, “We can’t do that!” 

 Or we say, “I am not willing or able to start something new.” 

 Yet we are called to new things every day. 

 Holy Spirit, stand by us when the time comes to start new ventures. 

 Fill our very being with courage and wisdom and a joyful heart today. 

 Amen. 

  
Written by Jim McKean. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 31. 

Used with permission. 

Hymn – We are pilgrims on a journey                                                                                 VU 595 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

Dear God, 

how can you use us to share the good news, 
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if we are so focused on  

what we should be getting? 

How can you count on us 

if we are paralyzed by fear or anger? 

We confess that, 

in our hearts and minds, 

we are often back in Nazareth, 

and not with you as you share the good news 

in other villages and throughout the countryside. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

 

(a time of silent prayer) 

 
Written by Norah Laverty. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 46. 

Used with permission. 

 

Words of Assurance 

 

One: When we find ourselve up on our symbolic “high 

 horse,” God helps us get back down to earth again. 

 When we are afraid or angry, God speaks peace and 

 calmness into us. 

 This is the good news: we are a forgiven people. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Written by Norah Laverty. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 46. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Song of Solomon 2:8-14  

James 1:17-24 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

Hymn – Deep in our hearts (paraphrase Psalm 84)                                                           MV 154 

 

 

 

Sermon –  

 

Story about Townes’ wedding: 

 

• one of my favourite couples; one of my favourite medical technicians and favourite geomatics 

technicians; I had worked with the groom and knew him quite well, and really enjoyed getting to know 

the bride; the couple and I worked hard and intentionally to create a lovely ceremony that was the 
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centrepiece of what remains one of my all-time favourite weddings; they were both churched and UCC 

so that was a nice bonus 

• the groom stayed in the game through the whole of the wedding and ceremony planning, participating in 

the decisions; not a “yes, dear, whatever you want” groom at all, and yet totally supportive of the bride 

in her decision making 

• the bride was courageous than most and so it is one of the readings was from the Song of Solomon … 

• the groom was – still is, for that matter – an Army medic to whom/with whom I would trust my life, my 

kids’ lives, and the lives of the troops I called my own – his groomsmen were also Army medics, though 

maybe one might have been a Navy medic 

• so there we were, well into the scripture reading portion of the ceremony when I noticed the bride was 

silently shaking, doing her best not to fall into a fit of the giggles or burst out laughing … the groom was 

clearly doing his best to keep it together and ignore whatever was going on (focus on the task, focus on 

the Padre, was clearly his tactic) 

• why and what was going on, you may wonder? 

• his groomsmen, trained military medics with deployment experience – all in the bride's line of sight – 

reverted to their best 10 or 12 year old boy selves were losing it listening to the reading from the Song of 

Solomon – contagiously, no less  

• the bride didn’t stand a chance 

• I stopped – looked at the bride and said loud enough to be heard – “you picked it!” and at the groom, “I 

don’t know where found them, but you picked them, too!” 

• it really was hilarious and everyone laughed and the ceremony continued 

• lots of compliments on the service afterward 

 

Rob Bell wrote a book with a really long title, What is the Bible? How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, 

and Stories can Transform the Way you Think and Feel About Everything, published in 2017. He suggests the 

best question to ask when you’re reading the Bible is “Why did people find this important to write down?” (p. 

289) followed by two more questions, “What was going on in the world that this was important to them?”, and 

“Why did they feel the need to put words to this?” (p. 292) The worst question to ask he suggests is, “a question 

that begins with these three words: Why did God…?” (p.293) He says the other best question to ask when 

you’re reading the Bible is, “Why did this passage endure?” (p.299) 

 

We could apply all of those questions to the whole of the Song of Solomon itself, or to the bigger question, how 

did it make it into the biblical canon anyway – imagine the conversation we could have!  

 

As for me, I’m perfectly happy not to ask any of those questions today, completely unconcerned – not even 

remoted curious – about how or why or to what end about the Song of Solomon is in the Bible, I’m just glad it 

is! A poem made the final draft! An epic, erotic, loving, lovely, lyrical poem! I’m grateful that the library that 

became our Bible kept this book! 

 

In a short commentary in this week’s WorkingPreacher.Org (accessed online the week of August 23, 2021), 

Lisa Wolf made some excellent points. The first is an invitation to try and set aside preconceived ideas about its 
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interpretation including the traditional talk about it being an allegory for the love between God and Israel or 

Christ and the church. She notes:  

This book contains beautiful poetry shared between young lovers, and it highlights the physicality of 

their attraction. At the very least, the existence of this book in the canon invites us to consider the 

holiness of embodied love, even if it does not invoke God explicitly. Furthermore, the Song of Songs is 

an important reminder of the inaccuracy of generalized statements about the lowly, voiceless, and 

marginalized status of biblical women.  

And that the:  

Song of Songs 2:8-13 contains romantic lyrics sung by an unnamed young woman (probably a teenager) 

to her equally young (male) “beloved.” One unique aspect of the Song of Songs is that the woman’s 

voice dominates the book. Furthermore, unlike some other biblical references to sexual(ized) 

relationships, this book does not contain domination or submission of the woman by her lover (though 

others seek to keep them apart, 3:3; 8:8-9). This woman claims her voice, her desire, and her lover as her 

own, and does so proudly and poetically.  

We hear in her words, her voice, her beloved calling her: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”  

Leaving Rob Bell’s question suggestions for the moment, there are others ripe for the asking, seems to me: 

I wonder, what does it mean to our faith when we confront the wonderful reality that the Bible contains sensual, 

erotic poetry such as the Song of Solomon? 

It might not be what people expect the Bible to be about, yet here there it is – a celebration human sexuality, a 

celebration of two people in love with one another, a celebration of life. 

I wonder if the Song of Solomon is an opportunity for us to explore the whole picture of God’s relationship with 

humanity? I’d say so. Yes. After all, God created us to be a living witness to God’s love for creation – including 

human kind with all our contradictions and in all our complicated, complex messiness – to share fully in its 

wonders. 

 

Surely the happiness that God wishes for us isn’t just a matter of waiting for the afterlife; surely it is also 

revealed through how we live our lives here on earth, and how we share our lives – and our love – with others 

and with God. 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Take what we offer this morning, O God: 

Take our caring four our neighbours from a distance; 

take our phone calls, texts, and social media greetings wit our families; 

take our action of staying home and social distancing; 

take our action of being out and about, gathering responsibly and respectfully; 

take all we off this morning in work, in action, and in donation, 

blessing us and our giving in Jesus’ name. 

 
Written by Gord Dunbar. Adapted by Nancy Colton.  
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Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 51. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

“New heaven, new earth” 
from Crosswalks: Prayers from a City Church. David R. Allan. The United Church Publishing House: 

Toronto. 1993. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymns – (the first leading straight into the second) 

 

        Bread for the Journey                                                                                                   MV 202 

        I Am the Bread of Life                                                                                                  MV 201     

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Richard Bott. FB 23 June 2021. 

      Used with permission. 

 

One: A long time ago…   
 

might truly be  

Christ’s body and blood, 

alive in the world! 

 

All: Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 all glory is yours, God Most Holy, 

 now, and forever.  

 

 Amen! 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God 

Sharing the Meal 
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Prayer after Communion 

 

All: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  

We are fed by your love;  

we are strengthened by your life.  

We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions God  

has laid on our hearts.  

We are now commissioned to:  

feed as we have been fed, 

forgive as we have been forgiven, 

love as we have been loved. 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen.   

 
© 2014 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share 

Alike License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecomons.org/licences/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. Written by Alydia Smith. Adapted 

with respect by Nancy Colton in April 2021. 

 
 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

(see the end of the document for the announcements) 

 

Hymn – Go make a diff’rence                                                                                              MV 209 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

Arise, friends, and come away! 

Give your hearts to the One who made them. 

Give your spirits to the One who delights in them. 

 

Give your souls to the One who strengthens them, 

and follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

this day and every day. 

 
Written by Kate Crawford. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 53. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Sung Amen                                                                                                                           VU 974 

 

 

+ + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + + + +  

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

 

http://creativecomons.org/licences/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca
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Thank you for continuing to support St. Andrew’s with your offering and PAR. We do appreciate your 

support for the ongoing work of the church. 

 

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary – begins on September 12, 2021. The Worship Committee will let 

everyone know how that’s going to work later this summer. 

 

Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee – had their first meeting on Tuesday. The members of the 

Committee from Quesnel are Lynne Wright and Russ Penhale; from Williams Lake are Janet Whalley and 

Brenda Smith. The Regional Minister (North), Rev Victoria Andrews, will resource the committee as necessary. 

The date for their next meeting is November 23, 2021. 

 

The shared ministry starts on September 1, 2021. With the start up of the sharing agreement, the Region has 

appointed Rev Nancy to be Quesnel’s Community of Faith/Pastoral Charge Supervisor. 

 

Pattern/Schedule for the first few months: 

The Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee agreed to the following pattern (schedule) for the first few months 

of the agreement: 

• September will be an exception to the pattern 

• Mondays will be Rev Nancy’s regular Quesnel day weekly 

(adjusting when a Monday is a Statutory Holiday) 

• There may be Monday’s where Rev Nancy is doing “Quesnel work” from/in her Williams Lake office 

 

• The Worship Committee will be sure Sunday worship in Williams Lake is taken care off on those 

Sundays Rev Nancy is in Quesnel 

 

• Quesnel’s Sundays will be: 

September 19 

October 3 

November 7  

December 5  

December 26 (“Christmas”) 

 

• Williams Lake’s Sundays will be: 

September 5, 12, 26 

October 10, 17, 24, 31 

November 14, 21, 28 

December 12, 19  

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

  

 

Christmas Eve, Boxing Day, first Sunday in January 2022: 

 

• Christmas Eve (Friday) – Rev Nancy will be in Williams Lake 

• “Christmas”/Boxing Day (Sunday) – Rev Nancy will be in Quesnel 

 

• The Quesnel and Williams Lake congregations will BOTH be on their own for Sunday, January 2, 2022. 

(Rev Nancy’s ‘week off after Christmas’ will start on Monday, December 27.) 

 


